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Opening Remarks

Welcome to Kyunghyang Forum celebrating the 9th anniversary this year.

Since our founding in 1946, Kyunghyang Shinmun has been continuously advancing for nearly 8 decades. In 1998,
Kyunghyang Shinmun was reborn as Korea’s first employee stock owned newspaper as an independent media outlet and

became a representative public opinion newspaper in Korea which is not biased towards any side.

In 2016, Kyunghyang Shinmun hosted the first <Kyunghyang Forum> under the theme of The New Normal Era - Innovation
and Insights. Following that, it has secured meaningful breakthroughs under various distinguishing topics. It addressed the
themes of the 4th Industrial Revolution - New Opportunities and New Challenges in 2017, BEYOND 530000, Striving for a better
tomorrow - Beyond inequality in 2018, Korean Peninsula 2.0 - Working Towards Mutual Prosperity in 2019, COVID-19 and Its
Aftermath. Roadmap for Navigating the Post-Pandemic World Order in 2020, Living with the Climate Crisis. The Path to Survival
in 2021, The Age of Great Transformation. Roads to a Sustainable Future in 2022 and Beyond Growth - New Paradigms for
Common Prosperity in 2023.

This year’s <Kyunghyang Forum=> will explore the theme of Bridging the Divide, the Value of Diversity and Inclusion. With the
dismantlement of the established order that has been the backbone of the international society including South Korea, conflicts
and hatred are spreading out and social polarization is deepening. Many of the global leaders elected through voting are more
like being anti-democratic or dictatorial. Politics is serving as a catalyst provoking and inciting conflict instead of resolving it.
The society is regressing and pushing out minorities. As human rights, multilateralism and globalism are threatened, even the
international order is faltering. In this regard, the principle of solidarity is now more necessary than ever to bridge the divide and

stand up against the retreating democracy.

<Kyunghyang Forum> invites experts from various fields to suggest the direction in which we should move forward. This year’s forum
will be graced with former U.S. Secretary of State Hillary RODHAM CLINTON, Professor Yascha MOUNK at Johns Hopkins University,
Dean YAN Xuetong of the Institute of International Relations at Tsinghua University, author of Minor Feelings and Professor Cathy
PARK HONG at UC Berkeley, and Professor Emilia PALONEN at the University of Helsinki, Finland. We will discuss how the values

that we should pursue, such as diversity and inclusion, can be the solution.

This year’s <Kyunghyang Forum> will be a meaningful opportunity to diagnose the current state of democracy in crisis and seek
ways to overcome the divided era. Kyunghyang Shinmun will continue to strive to create a sustainable future and a fair society.

We ask for your continued interest and participation. Thank you

KIM Seok-jong, CEO of Kyunghyang Shinmun
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YOON Suk-yeol
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President of the Republic of Korea
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YOON Suk-yeol is the 20" President of the Republic of Korea.
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Congratulatory Remarks
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WOO Won-shik
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Speaker of the National Assembly

H|17-19-20-21-22CH =&|9| @

FAOHAE PSR T (MK S S HY

WOO Won-shik has been a member of the 17, 19%, 20, 21 and 22"
National Assembly. He was the floor leader of Democratic Party of Korea.
He is Chairman of the Hong Beom-do Memorial Association. He served
as Chairman of the Committee for Countermeasures against Fukushima
Radioactive Water Ocean Discharge and first Chairman of the Euljiro
Committee of the Democratic Party of Korea. WOO also served as Chairman
of the Special Committee on Budget and Accounts for the second half of the

21 National Assembly.
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HWANG Woo-yea
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Chairman of the People’s Power Emergency Measure Committee
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HWANG Woo-yea is Chairman of the People’s Power Emergency Measure
Committee. He has served as a member of the 15", 16", 17, 18", and 19*
National Assembly. He was also elected as the floor leader of the Saenuri

Party and served as Minister of Education.



Congratulatory Remarks
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Leader of the Democratic Party of Korea

H|21-22cH =22l #
H20c] P MA HENRIFE 2
HI35CH H71=X|Ab

H|19-20cH H7|= HEAIE

LEE Jae-myung is the leader of the Democratic Party of Korea and has been
a member of the 21 and 22" National Assembly. He was a presidential
candidate of the Democratic Party in the 20th presidential election. He served
as the 35" Governor of Gyeonggi Province and the 19" and 20™ Mayor of

Seongnam.
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Mayor of Seoul
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OH Se-hoon is the current Mayor of Seoul and was elected as the 33, 34*
and 38" Mayor of Seoul as well. He worked as Endowed Chair at Korea
University Graduate School of Management of Technology and Distinguished
Professor at Hanyang University Graduate School of Public Policy. His
contributions were extended globally as Municipal Advisor of KOICA Advisors
in Kigali, Rwanda and in Lima, Peru. He served as Chair of the Youth Wing
(Grand National Party) and member of the Supreme Council (Grand National
Party) at the National Assembly after he became a member of the 16%

National Assembly.
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Program

Time Session Details
08:00 ~ 08:30 VIP Tea time
08:30 ~ 08:40 Opening Video
Opening Remarks KIM Seok-jong CEO of Kyunghyang Shinmun
08:40 ~ 09:00 YOON Suk-yeol President of the Republic of Korea, WOO Won-shik Speaker of the
Congratulatory National Assembly, HWANG Woo-yea Chairman of the People’s Power Emergency
Remarks Measure Committee, LEE Jae-myung Leader of the Democratic Party of Korea,
OH Se-hoon Mayor of Seoul
Session 1. Leadership of Diversity and Inclusion
AN ~ NO- . . Hillary RODHAM CLINTON The 67" Secretary of State of the United States
09:00 ~ 09:30 Discourse (Video) [Moderator] JE Hyunjoo Managing Partner at Envisioning Partners
09:30 ~ 10:00 Lecture Cathy PARK HONG Author of Minor Feelings, Professor in the Department of
English, UC Berkeley
10:00 ~ 10:20 Special Lecture LEE Jasmllne Member qf thfe Justice Party, Executive Director of the Korea
Cultural Diversity Organization
10:20 ~ 10:30 Break
10:30 ~ 11:00 Lecture EmlllalPA!.ONEN Senior University Lecturer in Political Science, University
of Helsinki
Cathy PARK HONG Professor in the Department of English, UC Berkeley
11:00 ~ 12:00 Discourse [Moderator] KIM Jihye Professor of the Multicultural Studies, Gangneung
Wonju National University
12:00 ~ 13:00 Luncheon
Session 2. Democracy at Stake, Analysis and Solution
13:00 ~ 13:30 YAN Xugtong Dean of the Institute of International Relations, Tsinghua
University
13:30 ~ 14:00 Lecture CHOI Taehyon Prqfessgr of Graduate School of Public Administration,
Seoul National University
: . Yascha MOUNK Associate Professor of the Practice of International
14:00 ~ 14:30 . . . .
Relations, Johns Hopkins University
14:30 ~ 14:40 Break
Session 3. Overcoming the Divide toward Harmony and Co-prosperity
14:40 ~ 15:10 Lecture LEE Kwanhu Professor of Sang-huh College, Konkuk University
15:10 ~ 15:30 Special Lecture LIM Sungtaek Managing Partner of JIPYONG LLC
YAN Xuetong, Yascha MOUNK, Emilia PALONEN, LEE Kwanhu
15:30 ~ 16:40 Discussion [Moderator] CHOI Taehyon Professor of Graduate School of Public

Administration, Seoul National University
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Hillary RODHAM CLINTON has spent over five decades in public service as an
advocate, attorney, First Lady, U.S. Senator, U.S. Secretary of State, and presidential
candidate. As 67" U.S. Secretary of State, her “smart power” approach to foreign
policy repositioned American diplomacy and development for the 215 century.
CLINTON played a central role in restoring America’s standing in the world, reasserting
the United States as a Pacific power, imposing crippling sanctions on Iran and North
Korea, responding to the Arab Awakening, and negotiating a ceasefire in the Middle
East. Earlier, as First Lady and Senator for New York, she traveled to more than
80 countries as a champion of human rights, democracy, and opportunities for
women and girls. She also worked to provide health care to millions of children,
create jobs and opportunity, and support first responders who risked their lives
at Ground Zero. In her historic 2016 campaign for President of the United States,
CLINTON won 66 million votes. She is the author of ten best-selling books, host of
the podcast You and Me Both, founder of the global production studio HiddenLight
Productions, Chancellor of Queen’s University Belfast, and a Professor of Practice at the
School of International and Public Affairs and Presidential Fellow at Columbia World
Projects at Columbia University. She is married to former U.S. President Bill CLINTON,
has one daughter Chelsea, and three grandchildren: Charlotte, Aidan, and Jasper.
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JE Hyunjoo is Managing Partner at Envisioning Partners. Although the concept
of “impact investment,” which refers to investments that consider their social
impacts, is not yet well known in Korea, she has been at the forefront in
practicing “impact investment” in addition to considering the rate of return
when investing. She served as CEO of Yellow Dog, a first-generation impact
investment company in Korea, for 4 years since 2017. In 2021, she established
Envisioning Partners, an impact venture capital firm, receiving the transferred
assets from Yellow Dog. Before expanding her career into impact investment,
she worked as a management consultant and M&A investment specialist at
McKinsey, Credit Suisse, and Carlyle for about 10 years. She served as Chair of
the LG U+ ESG Committee. She is also an essay writer of <A Guide for Nomads’
Working in a Downhill World>, <Everyday Skills Institute>, and <The Working
Mind>. She received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in industrial design
from the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST).
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Cathy PARK HONG
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Author of Minor Feelings, Professor in the Department of English, UC Berkeley
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Cathy PARK HONG is a Korean-American writer and professor of English at UC
Berkeley. She was born in Los Angeles, California in 1976. Her parents are the
first generation Korean immigrants who immigrated to the United States in 1965.
She began writing her poetry in earnest after entering Oberlin College, a private
liberal arts college. She also continued to write art critiques at the University of
lowa’s Department of Creative Writing. Cathy is the author of <Translating Mo’
um, 2002>, winner of the Pushcart Prize, and <Dance Dance Revolution>, winner
of the Barnard Women Poets Prize in 2008. She has published her poetry in
several media outlets, including The New York Times and The Paris Review. Her
first autobiographical essay, <Minor Feelings>, published in 2020, addressed
her experiences of discrimination and trauma as an Asian American. It was
selected as a New York Times bestseller in the general nonfiction category, was
a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and won the National Book Critics Circle Award in
the autobiography category. In 2021, she was named as one of the “100 most
influential people in the world” by weekly magazine Time.
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Diversity, Inclusion and Hatred
in South Korean Society:

Is South Korea a Country of
Racial Discrimination?
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Member of the Justice Party, Executive Director of the Korea Cultural
Diversity Organization
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LEE Jasmine is the first naturalized legislator in Korea who served as a member
of the 19th and 21st National Assembly. She dropped out of the Ateneo de Davao
University of the Philippines in 1996 and came to Korea following her Korean spouse.
She acquired Korean nationality in 1998. In Korea, she served as Secretary-General
of the Waterdrop Society, a cultural network for immigrant women, and carried out
activities for multicultural families. After appointed as the head officer at the Seoul
Metropolitan Government Global Center, she became the first foreign civil servant in
Korea. Since then, she has been actively featured in many programs and movies. In
2012, she was nominated as a proportional representative member of the Saenuri
Party and became the first naturalized foreigner to enter the National Assembly.
She joined the Justice Party in 2019 to further focus on activities for migrant women
and workers. She won the proportional representation seat in 2024 and became a
member of the National Assembly for the second time. As a member of the National
Assembly, she worked to improve the system for immigrant foreigners by proposing a
bill to enact the Basic Immigration Society Act, which includes the establishment of an
immigration office. She served as a policy advisor to the Ministry of Gender Equality
and Family, member of the Social Division of the National Integration Committee,
and currently serves as Executive Director of the Korea Cultural Diversity Organization.
Born in Manila, Philippines in 1977.
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Emilia PALONEN
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Senior University Lecturer in Political Science, University of Helsinki

TEI|E AIs, 2IFEFo, K| Ao HHAA 5SS MR AT 20FZ Sh EIZt= A7y
HKg m40|ct HRHE FT ATl L2t oFiH|0|7L XIZE KIsts ¢ A
Al 21M17| ZE2|F FFeFol|A HRt=e f% 2] & f8 Xlgol Ciekst ZEa|E HEHet
M| F2otE HPYCE 2018 EER|S AT LHIES H2 F °“HI* A <ot ZE
2|&(Populism on the Loose)>2 T{5HL}. 2018~2022'—.j TIRE HX[SHH2|(FPSA) 21EE K|

ZH| Lecture Title

{1, 2021~2023E SHIEK[SE2|(IPSA) LIS fI0[X f%’l._ [%] oEE UM
20125 E EIZIE FR[ereds|o| 210l K| &R HEXIZ L SERICt 2013326 = dal7|
TIZHE QIz0|o] B Hig- Ot2=2HMaunula) XIZollA A|2! E0{2 01 HFLIE| S2HS Btes fIFze| ZT2HEo|
Crergar £8ef 2EoM HOIC} S ATCHOlIA SIALS, OIAIACHOlIA MARSIARSIRIS S3HCE 1977 TRt
9_]1|9_ *AH
Shaping the direction
of democracy in Finland - Emilia PALONEN is a professor in political science at the University of Helsinki,
highlighting the importance Finland, and her research interests include populism, polarization, democracy
of diversity and inclusion and regional participatory governance. She studied various forms of populism

and political polarization in European countries, including Finland and
Hungary, at the research consortium “Mainstreaming Populism in the 21st
Century” funded by the Academy of Finland, Finland’s public research funding
agency. She published her open-access book <Populism on the Loose>, which
documents her research on populism in 2018. She served as President of the
Finnish Political Science Association (FPSA) from 2018 to 2022, and a member
of the Executive Committee and Chair of the Publications Committee of the
International Political Science Association (IPSA) from 2021 to 2023. She has also
served as founding editor of the Finnish Political Science Association’s online
magazine since 2012. Since 2013, she has been involved in a democracy project
to create community spaces for residents with civic engagement in the Maunula
district of Helsinki. She earned her bachelor’s degrees from the University of
London, England, and her master’s and PhD from the University of Essex. Born
in Kuopio, Finland in 1977.
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Author of Minor Feelings, Professor in the Department of English, UC Berkeley

i Moderator
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KIM Jihye
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Professor of the Multicultural Studies, Gangneung Wonju National
University
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CHEr Moderator
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Professor of the Multicultural Studies, Gangneung Wonju National
University
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She studies and teaches about minority rights and structural discrimination at the
Department of Multicultural Studies at Gangneung-Wonju National University. Her
research and writings have explored the human rights situations of migrants, LGBTI
people, and other marginalized groups in South Korea, advocating for inclusive
laws and policies. In her 2019 best-selling book, The Benevolent Discriminator, she
examines the covert and systemic discrimination that pervades Korean society
and proposes to enact a comprehensive anti-discrimination law as an institutional
framework to realize equality. She has engaged in legal research for cases at the
Constitutional Court of the Republic of Korea as a constitutional researcher, and
worked for the homeless children and youth as a counselor. She is the author of
The Family Script (2023), Institutionalized Society: Institutionalized Places, Resisting
Bodies (2020, co-author), The Rainbow Wants More Color: Moving Beyond Homo/
Transphobia to the Expansion of Human Rights (2019, co-author). She received a
Ph.D. in Social Welfare from Seoul National University and a Juris Doctor from the
University of Washington School of Law.
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YAN Xuetong is a leading realist international political scientist representing
China and serves as Dean of the Institute of International Relations of
Tsinghua University in China. He is cited as one of the best diplomatic brains
in Chinese President Xi Jinping’s administration. He first popularized the term
“The Rise” in his 1998 book <China's Rise>, and gained fame by accurately
predicting the development aspects of China’s rise. He has published
numerous books, including <International Politics and China> and <American
Hegemony and China’s Security>. In 2014, he predicted with the rise of China
the world order would be reorganized into a bipolarized structure centered
on China and the United States in 2023 through his book <The Immutable
Law of World History 2023>. He was the only political scientist to be selected
among the “Most Cited Chinese Scholars” from 2014 to 2017 by Elsevier, the
world's largest academic publishing group. He served as Secretary General of
the World Peace Forum, Vice President of the Chinese Society of International
Relations, and Vice President of the Chinese American Society. He graduated
from Heilongjiang University with his BA and a master’s degree from the
Graduate School of International Relations, and received a PH.D. from UC
Berkeley. Born in Tianjin, China in 1952.
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CHOI Taehyon is a professor in governance, leadership, policy making and
state and civil society at Seoul National University’s Graduate School of Public
Administration. His research focuses on administrative ethics, publicness,
and policy changes. In his book <Democracy for the Least> published in 2023,
he raised the question of whether the policy decision-making process of
the government and parliament in a democratic society is truly democratic,
and presented the paradox of democracy and solutions from the citizens’
perspective. In 2021, he wrote a book <Social Research for All> to help
people easily understand how scientific knowledge is produced, and it was
selected as a Sejong Book. He is active in consulting with governments such
as the Board of Audit and Inspection and the Anti-Corruption and Civil Rights
Commission and contributing to various media. He studied law and public
administration at Seoul National University and earned a Ph.D. in Policy,
Planning and Development from the University of Southern California. In
2019, he received the Korean Society of Public Administration Academic
Award (paper category) and, in 2023, the Seoul National University Academic
Research Education Award (education category) for his article on <Publicness
of Institution and Mind: The Case of the Improper Solicitation and Graft Act>.
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The Rise of Populism
Threatens Democracy

Yascha MOUNK is a writer and academic known for his work on the crisis
of democracy and populism. He is Professor of the Practice of International
Affairs at Johns Hopkins University and a senior researcher at the New
America Foundation, an American political think tank. He served as Executive
Director of the Tony Blair Institute for Global Change. In his book published
in 2018 <The People vs. Democracy: Why Our Freedom Is in Danger and How
to Save It>, he analyzed the phenomenon of populism and diagnosed the
crisis of democracy. As the author of <The Great Experiment - Why Diverse
Democracies Fall Apart and How They Can Endure> and <The Identity Trap>,
he continues to explore more on democracy. In addition to his academic
activities, he actively contributes articles to the New York Times and the Wall
Street Journal, and founded and runs the online magazine “Persuasion.”
He graduated from Trinity College Cambridge and received his PhD in
Government from Harvard University. Born to Polish parents in Munich,
Germany in 1982, he became an American citizen in 2017.
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The Future of South Korean
Democracy in an Era of
Polarization
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Professor of Sang-huh College, Konkuk University
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Dr. LEE is a political scientist and political critic. He teaches at Konkuk
University after lecturing at Sogang University, Sungkyunkwan University
and Kyunghee University. He has been continuously conducting political
research as a researcher at Sogang University’s Institute of Glocal Political
Thought in Korea, and the Gyeongnam institute, while also actively
commenting on the current state of domestic politics as an editor in major
domestic daily newspapers. He has extensive practical experience in political
and administrative affairs, including serving as an aide to a member of the
National Assembly, policy advisor to the Minister of the Interior and Safety
and Secretary to the Prime Minister for Speechwriting. In his book <Citizens
Challenging Polarization> published in February 2024, he pointed out the
issues pertaining to the political, income, and regional polarization in the
Korean society, as well as discrimination against minorities and gender
disparities. He is the author of <Korean Democracy, 100 Years of Revolution
1919-2019> (co-authored), <Post-Eurocentrism and Beyond> (co-authored),
and <South Korea’s Democracy in Crisis> (co-authored). He studied Political
Science and Diplomacy at Sogang University and received a Ph.D. in Political
Science from University College London.
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Democracy

Mr. LIM is one of the founding members of JIPYONG and currently heads the firm’s
Litigation Practice Group. Before becoming an attorney, he worked at a factory and
was active in civic groups. As a practitioner, he continued to engage in pro-bono
activities including serving as a member of the Public Service Advertising Council,
non-standing member of the National Human Rights Commission, legislative
committee member of Solidarity Against Disability Discrimination and member
of the Lottery Commission. He has been also engaged in the “Litigation claiming
independent living,” which helps persons with disabilities move out of facilities and
live a more independent life, the “Litigation claiming the right to out-of-town travel,”
which points out the lack of low-floor buses for persons with disabilities, and the
“Litigation claiming Movie Theater for all,” which demands subtitles and screen
description devices so that people with visual and hearing impairments can watch
movies without inconvenience. This is why he is called a “pioneer of public interest
litigation.” He also devoted himself to increasing the social contribution of law firms
by leading the establishment of a public interest committee within a law firm for the
first time in the domestic law firm industry and serving as secretary of the Law Firms’
Network for Public Interest established by the major law firms. In 2020, he led the
opening of the “JIPYONG ESG Center”, an in-house ESG center dedicated to providing
services such as ESG integrated consulting, for the first time among domestic law
firms, and serves as the first center director. He also serves as Chairperson of Special
Committee for ESG Management at Korean Bar Association. He wrote <Human
Rights Management Guide>. Mr. LIM graduated from Seoul National University Law
School.
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Cathy PARK HONG

What Causes the Divide

I will discuss my family history’s escape from the Hwanghae province in North Korea to Incheon and their eventual
immigration to Los Angeles as an entry point into considering the connections between American foreign policies during
the Cold War and current racial divisions in America. Specifically, I will discuss how American interventions abroad affected
the immigration laws in the US and the formation of the model minority myth which has created divisions between Asian
Americans and Black Americans in the struggle against racial capitalism and white supremacy. My talk will briefly cover the
rightwing mission to roll back civil rights advancements, including the erosion of voting rights, the banning of affirmative
action, and the attack on diversity initiatives. The Martinique theorist Eduoard Glissant’s theory of relation, inspired by
his native language of Creole and the convergence of difference cultures in the West Indies, is to ask that we not define
ourselves by a center, or preconceived idea of root, but through constantly shifting relations with others in the periphery.
Using Glissan’t theory of relation, | will discuss how racial groups must overcome division by thinking past identity to how
they are connected through the experiences of exile and migration.
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LEE Jasmine

Diversity, Inclusion and Hatred in South Korean Society: Is South Korea a Country of Racial Discrimination?

Hatred extends beyond personal feelings to become a societal issue. It encompasses insults, denigration, contempt and
threats against specific groups, justifying discrimination and violence against social minorities. Such hatred undermines the
dignity of vulnerable groups and can escalate into violence.

South Korea used to be a victim of racial discrimination in the past, but now some part of it seems to become a perpetrator
of racial discrimination, particularly towards foreigners, through discrimination and hatred. Especially prevalent is “selective
racial discrimination” towards foreigners from economically disadvantaged countries. This phenomenon can be defined
through the concept of “GDP racism,” which holds a dualistic attitude where foreigners from economically developed
countries are admired, while those from underdeveloped countries are despised.

In the political arena, hatred is being utilized as a tool to consolidate support among specific groups. Under the dual-
party system and single-member district electoral system, extreme polarization and factional conflicsts have intensified,
with hatred and discrimination being employed as political means. These structural issues have been highlighted by the
reduction of proportional representation seats in the 22nd general election, making it even more challenging to ensure
representation for societal minorities and vulnerable groups.
To achieve an inclusive society, it is essential to improve both legal frameworks and civic awareness. Legal measures
must be established to guarantee the rights of various groups such as immigrants, women, people with disabilities and
sexual minorities. Citizens also need to change their awareness regarding discrimination and hatred. Efforts to combat
discrimination and hatred underscore adherence to the fundamental principles of a democratic society.
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Emilia PALONEN

Shaping the direction of democracy in Finland - highlighting the importance of diversity and inclusion

Where politics is about making political communities, democracy is about making sure that these political communities
are horizontally inclusive. Finland, the “happiest country in the world”, is a welfare state, where education is free and
public healthcare affordable. New democratic innovations have been developed and co-governance is seen as a novel
way of low-threshold participation. In 2019-2023, Finland had one of World’s youngest prime ministers, Sanna Marin,
and an all-female-led five-party coalition government carrying the Nordic country through the pandemic and to NATO
membership. Currently, it has an austerity government relying on the trickle-down effect with the moderate and radical
right leadership. They had interpreted welfare chauvinism as a need to cut from all the poor and low-income families to
make sure migrant populations would not receive state funding. Funding is also cut from the civil society organisations that
were the institutional backbone of the Nordic welfare state. These have ensured participation and voice giving to different
communities and maintenance of culture. Similarly, to labour legislation, these are a product of a long process activism,
which then has institutionalised. Laxing labour legislation and cutting funding from the institutions of education welfare
and diversity has, however, also politicised and highlighted their importance. The popular response the European elections
on 9 June 2024 was a blow to the far-right vote that delivered only one seat for the Finns Party, while the Left Alliance with
its prolific female leader made a historic result finishing second to the power-holding moderate right overtaking the social
democrats. While the polls failed to predict it, they were much present in the audiovisual forms of political communication.
Audiovisual communication opens new possibilities for engaged political campaigning and the voicing of political demands
which is the key activity in politics. Despite the challenges regarding the techno-social and algorithmic exclusion, for
example, it will be a key issue to consider with positively and negative causes for democracy both in Finland and abroad.
Does anyone still remember the dance videos of PM Sanna Marin?
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YAN Xuetong

Political Counter-globalization

The globalization was ideologically driven by liberalism after the Cold War but it is replacing by counter-globalization at present.
The trend of counter-globalization just started and is expending from economic domains to political sectors. The decline of
liberalism seems unlikely to stop in near future and the main challenges faced by democracy are the policies against human
rights adopted by the governments of major western powers, especially the White House.

Globalization is composed of economic marketization and political democratization. Economic marketization has been
undermined by technology decoupling policy and arbitrarily raising tariffs, such as the “small yard and high fence” strategy
and commercial protectionism against China adopted by the US and some of its tradition military allies. Recently, political
democratization is being undermined by violation of human rights on both domestic and international issues in traditional
democrats. The Washington does not only provide military equipment to Israeli government to kil civilians in Gaza but also
passed the Antisemitism Awareness Act, a law of being convicted by words.

Global democratization became weak is not because of the authoritarianism in development countries but the increasing
momentum of populism in many tradition democracies, especially the US and some European states. The main reason for
populism to oppose liberalism is the social polarization caused by economic globalization that strongly advanced by liberalism
during the period of post-Cold War. Populists attribute all social problems, including students protests on campuses, to liberalist
policy opening their countries to foreign influences and interference. Therefore, the xenophobia mentality drives policy makers
to take hard political control of social movements domestically and hostile policy against any foreign forces viewed as threat to
them.

Political counter-globalization will be combined by increasing tension between major powers and regional military conflicts. The
White House has decided to abandon its responsibility to maintain the order based on liberalism by carrying out more economic
protectionist and political double standard policies. According to moral realism theory, the global order will inevitably become
uncertain when the global leadership has no strategic credibility and does not care about morality.
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CHOI Taehyon

In Democracy, What Do We Pursue

In democracy, the relationship between citizens and leaders resembles a concerto. Just as an orchestra and a soloist bring
out each other’s strengths to create a single piece of music, citizens and leaders in a mature democracy dynamically lead the
society amidst harmony and discord.

Democracy faces a crisis when the balance between the two sides breaks. When electing a leader, some citizens seek
someone who is superior to them, while others look for someone who resembles them. However, democracy becomes
unstable when people hope for a heroic and patriarchal leader to appear and gratifyingly solve the problems the society
is facing. The true charm of democracy lies not merely in electing a leader to solve our problems on our behalf, but in the
opportunity for each individual to become the leader of their own life. The beauty of democracy is in creating public values
through the vitality of citizens, rather than through the state.

Democracy needs to recognize the importance of individuals, be held accountable for what happens in the community, and
assure sovereign citizens that they have elected respectable leaders with their own hands. In particular, in order to explore the
mutually beneficial solutions while building mutual trust among citizens that sustains democracy and revealing the conflicts
and practices to adjust subtle situations, leaders should use dignified language as a social lubricant. Such language shines
when it pursues a great albeit abstract cause, but finds that cause in the life of an individual.

Democracy has always been in crisis. This is because democracy is a system that acknowledges the continuous harmony and
discord among different citizens and between citizens and leaders, while seeking to strike a dynamic balance amidst it all.
The essence lies in whether our heart and mind truly pursues a democracy and democratic leaders. Democracy begins in our
heart and mind.

38| THE KYUNGHYANG FORUM 2024




2

FUSE0| T2 FRUIS HESH D FHBICL XA HTHAESS A
S ARLFFo iy gt FSIHA ELh

= Mol =8 glolet = AUACE CHABH O[HIZ 27 | Mgt T J7te ZEEIE XEAER

RIFFOIS TiESH= 7lele = 5 7HX| 7HK[E &L Hid|A2te] 210 Kt ARE HIt2|o BlE=2

O|=ol 2E EYTRE HatHo| Xj0|2 ERALIRA], 0|52 UFFO| M= S ASHAIZACY.

Lt 2|2 HiEH S 0|E FE{f/5HX| 240t & O|R = =AU S| &M el RIFFO| =71f B2 FX| MM = Rtilo| &0 2HS

A7 = ZEE|AES[ A0 °*EI"*°§ H%&E WO 2 LIEFGT. ofof| chet Zat2 ERIE0|A 0|=0] 0|2= B2 S 7101 A

o [ ==y |
! IHIh -rllf LS UEoln ZESAES2 X
i

o -
%ﬂ t HIHRICE Ol = 2= AZXR}

—_

S0t 0] JHimel Fo| Halslet e

>
0
0
™
rn
=
>
>
0 m

2lE2 'F_'—’F——’F—Qloil ’.‘:'Z.*?_* -?—I°*0|Ef s Efﬁ 7f5HA1E o £, AXE[1 HHHOZ WA IHHS 518dt= A &

r

Yascha MOUNK

The Rise of Populism Threatens Democracy

The rise of populism across the democratic world is a serious threat to liberal democracy.

Populists, whether on the left, the right, or in the political center, claim that they alone truly represent the people. They
vilify political opponents, calling them illegitimate. This sets them up for conflict with key elements of liberal democracy,
including a respect for a free press and the separation of powers.

The past years have provided ample empirical evidence for this conceptual point. Populist leaders of a broad variety
of ideological persuasions and in a wide range of countries have undermined the twin promise of individual freedom
and collective self-government that characterizes liberal democracy. From Hugo Chavez in Venezuela to Viktor Orban in
Hungary, and from Donald Trump in the United States to Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil, their rule has weakened democratic
institutions.

But the past years have also given us some reason to moderate these fears. Many political systems, especially in more
established democracies, proved reasonably resistant to attempts by populists to concentrate power in their own hands.
And in countries from Poland to the United States, dangerous populists were eventually removed from office through the
ballot box.

Populists are a serious threat to democracy. But while this threat should not be minimized, it would be just as mistaken for
it to license a form of doom-mongering that is both false and potentially counter-productive.
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LEE Kwanhu

The Future of South Korean Democracy in an Era of Polarization

South Korea stands on the threshold of becoming an advanced nation but faces a crisis known as “multiple polarization.” Polarization
has emerged across various fields, extending beyond the dimensions of inequality and disparity into extreme and structurally entrenched
forms. Politically, there are emotional and ideological polarizations, economically, disparities in asset ownership; geographically,
centralization in the capital region and rural extinction; demographically, low birth rates and aging population; socially, conflicts between
generations and genders, and a high suicidal rate—all indicate signs of crisis within Korean society.

In the midst of global populist waves, South Korea’s democracy confronts the crisis of “affective polarization,” where fandom politics
divides voters in an exclusionary manner beyond mere factionalism towards politicians and parties. In a country where housing welfare is
weak and elderly poverty rates are high, the polarization of asset distribution through real estate has profoundly detrimental effects across
all generations. The root causes of low birth rates appear linked to metropolitan concentration and rural depopulation, as more young
people from rural areas relocate to the capital, delaying their marriage and childbirth.

The current situation in South Korea can be seen as a legacy of transitioning from a pre-modern hierarchical society to a modern
competitive one. Having undergone rapid industrialization, modemization, and democratization within a short span of time, South Korea
finds itself at the pinnacle of modemization’s dilemma. The rapid retreat of democracy seen in South Korea since the 2017 Candlelight
Protests reflects the country’s unique characteristics of compressed modemity, rapid societal change, and high-speed growth leading to
excessive anxiety. While South Korea was once seen as a beacon of democracy during that time, it is now quickly catching up with other
populist precedents.

Since its democratization, South Korea rapidly achieved majority-rule democracy, but the pervasive political tribalism and referendum-
based democracy today cast a dark shadow on the future of Korean politics. What we need now is a vision and social consensus for a
sustainable community beyond modem competitive society and a politics of communication and compromise that transcends political
fandomization and hatred. A democracy led by citizens engaging more in debate and deliberation will guide us toward a brighter future.
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Corporate Governance and Democracy

Corporate governance can be defined as “who governs a company and how,” essentially addressing how power within a
company is exercised and by whom. It raises questions such as who owns the company—owners or the entire shareholders?
Where do stakeholders like employees, consumers, and suppliers fit within the company? With the advent of the ESG
(Environmental, Social, Governance), there is renewed focus on what “good corporate governance” is. It mainly leads to
discussions over board-centered management, and the diversity and expertise of directors, but the concept of a “democratic”
corporate governance structure is considered the most critical topic. Democratic corporate governance normally starts with
shareholder democracy but is now evolving into stakeholder democracy.

Shareholder democracy advocates decision-making that reflects the collective will of all shareholders, rather than autocratic
dominance by controlling shareholders. However, we need to move further towards stakeholder democracy, which listens to
the voices of various stakeholders such as workers, suppliers, consumers, and local communities, and reflects their interests
and opinions. Some say that employees should not be regarded as human resources but as human capital and highlight
that they should be more engaged in management. Similarly, consumer-centric management is gaining prominence,
placing consumers at the heart of business activities. Relationships with suppliers are evolving into partnerships and local
communities are also recognized as crucial stakeholders in corporate operations.

Democratic corporate governance contributes to facilitating investment and capital procurement, building market trust and
gaining the support from stakeholders, stablizing employees and supply chains. It is the driving force to enhancing corporate
competitiveness and ensuring sustainability.
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